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Tuesday 12" July, Wargrave Local History Society
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Born and lived on Beenham Hill for many years. Thatcham was always our place to go. |
am reserching the Cripps family of Buckleberry,anybody help?

> @ D ?

My Father was in the USAF and we were stationed at Greenham Common from 1957-
1960. We lived in Thatcham at Dunstan Lodge, Station Rd. It was a very large old
house and estate, with gardens, tennis court, a rotating sunroom and even a bomb
shelter. It was directly across from the entrance to Victor Rd. and just around the curve
from the Kennet School. Our landlords, the William Murphys, lived on the first two levels
and we had the upper levels. Mr. Murphy owned and operated the concrete block co.
near the train depot.

In 1959, the gardens and
tennis court were removed
and a small shopping strip
with upstairs flats was built.
Homes were built on the back
open grounds.

Do you or anyone remember
this house? s it still there or
has it been torn down? |
would love to have a photo of
it today or a photo of
whatever is in its place. Is
there any way | could get a
photo or two?? | will be glad
to pay for it.

My two sisters and | were

teenagers at the time and

attended school for a time at

Crookham House at

Crookham  Common. I

understand it is still there and is now private apartments. | would love a current photo of
it also. In 1957/58 a classmate and | found some shards of blue and white pottery in the
bombed out stables there and took them to the museum at the Newbury wharf. They
glued them together and found it was a beautiful very old vase. The local newspaper
wrote an article about our find with a photo of the vase. | wonder if it is still in the
museum...

We later attended boarding school at Bushy Park, near London and it is now gone back
to being a common land, also.

Dunstan
Lodge//+ 0"%



Crookham House/
1+ 0"%

We had several friends in the area all of whom have moved away, but | have recently
located some of them as well as most of my American friends from Greenham Common
and we are now enjoying sharing our photos and memorabilia from those days. Your
website and others like it bring us much joy as we are an ocean away and have not had
the opportunity to return to see things first hand. | do still hope to return some day. Your
website is wonderful and we are learning more of the history of the area than we ever
knew before. Keep up the good work and the photos bring back many good memories.

| shall send along an old photo of the house (back view) and one of Crookham Common
if I can find them quickly. | wonder if the house has any historical significance.

| will appreciate any info or photos you might can get and thank you so much for your
time.

Very sincerely yours,
Norma (Smith) Blanton
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